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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
When Kansans head 
to the polls this fall to 
vote in local, state and 
national elections, 
they hold many deci-

sions about the future in their hands.
And the four Catholic bishops in 

Kansas have launched a project that 
will place information right at Cath-
olic voters’ fingertips — through the 
devices they use every day — to con-
sider before they head to the polls.

For the first time, the bishops are 
sharing their election-year reflec-
tions on key issues for Catholic vot-
ers in a video format people can ac-
cess on their phones, tablets, laptops, 
or desktop computers.

“People get a fuller insight into 
what we’re trying to say because you 
hear the bishop,” said Archbishop Jo-
seph F. Naumann of the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas. “You hear 
the tone of what he’s saying.”

Each bishop addresses a topic, and 
while they say this project doesn’t en-
compass every important issue for 
Catholics, the videos address four areas 
they believe carry heavy moral weight.

“There is a responsibility not just 
to vote, but to be informed before you 
go into the voting booth,” said Arch-
bishop Naumann.

His video focuses on the subject of 
marriage.

Bishop John B. Brungardt of the 
Diocese of Dodge City speaks on life.

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger of 
the Diocese of Salina talks about an 
obligation to protect the poor, and fo-
cuses particularly on usury and pay-
day loans.

And Bishop Carl A. Kemme of the 
Diocese of Wichita speaks about reli-
gious freedom.

While the Catholic Church in the 
United States does not take the posi-
tion of telling people whom to vote 
for, nor does it endorse candidates 
or political parties, said Archbishop 
Naumann, “The church does have a 
responsibility to attempt to form the 
conscience of Catholics and to artic-
ulate the principles that they should 
utilize when they make the choices 
of whom they’re going to support for 
public office.”

The videos each run a few minutes 
and can be viewed all at one time or 
separately between now and the elec-
tion.

Addressing issues
The bishops tie in Scripture and 

modern occurrences in their reflec-
tions.

“This broken world of ours needs 
hearts that are not hardened to the 
fate of the weak, the vulnerable and 
the imperfect,” says Bishop Brungardt 
in his video on protecting life. “We 
need mercy, kindness and uncon-

ditional love as an antidote to what 
Pope Francis has called a throwaway 
culture. Every human person is made 
in the image of God from the moment 
of conception until natural death.”

With more than 55 million babies 
aborted since Roe v. Wade, he said, 
“We cannot go about our lives treat-
ing this as just another political issue 
to be argued about by politicians.”

Bishop Weisenburger notes in his 
video that concern for the poor is an 
integral part of being a Christian.

He addresses usury, which he de-
fines as the practice of charging an 
“unjust interest rate on a loan.”

People, including Kansans, who 
find themselves short on money to 
cover their bills might seek a fast 
payday loan that carries an interest 
rate of 15 percent over two weeks — 
which equates to 390 percent over a 
year if the borrower can’t quickly re-
pay the loan and pays only the inter-
est, he explained.

“This becomes a trap from which 
people cannot escape. People stuck 
in these situations become desper-
ate,” said Bishop Weisenburger. “I 
have personally heard some of their 
stories, and it’s heartbreaking.”

Bishop Kemme describes in his 
video a nation that has lots its appre-
ciation — and even understanding — 
of religious freedom.

“Many have taken religious free-
dom for granted; it’s just been a part 
of our American inheritance,” he 
says. “But, my friends, make no mis-

take. Religious freedom is under at-
tack. There are no tanks in the streets 
and no one is being arrested for going 
to church, but religious freedom is in 
trouble.”

As an example, he points out the 
Little Sisters of the Poor who filed a 
lawsuit when faced with a Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
mandate that would require them to 
cover contraception and other prod-
ucts contrary to their beliefs — or be 
fined.

He also addressed the issue of re-
ligious Americans who do not want 
to participate in same-sex wedding 
ceremonies and what he describes as 
a loss of the right to oppose a redefi-
nition of marriage.

Archbishop Naumann described 
intolerance — with the possibility of 
being penalized — toward those who 
don’t conform to a different moral 
viewpoint.

“What’s evolving now is that sup-
port for same-sex relations is becom-
ing part of public school curriculum, 
so what children are being exposed 

Bishops tackle election issues

New video format ‘fuller’ —and easily shareable
View the Videos
the Kansas bishops’ election-year 
reflections can be found through 
the Kansas catholic conference’s 
website at: www.kscathconf.org. 

>> see “BISHOPS” on page 3
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to in public schools, there’s a social 
agenda that really is in conflict with 
Christian morality and Christian eth-
ics,” he said. “And again, all of this is 
done in the name of being tolerant to 
people with same-sex attraction.”

He emphasized that the church 
wants to show every concern to people 
who have same-sex attraction, but said 
that’s not the same thing as endorsing 
behavior.

He expressed concerns about a cul-
ture that is “confused about something 
even as fundamental as what consti-
tutes marriage” when our society has 
historically supported marriage be-
cause of its role in raising children, 
thus forming new citizens.

“It was a natural thing to have the 
policies that were family friendly, mar-
riage friendly,” he said.

Voter considerations
There is a lot going on in the world 

today, internationally and inside the 
United States, the archbishop said, and 
he believes social issues have a signifi-
cant impact.

Strong marriages build strong fam-
ilies. Without strong families, he be-
lieves the country will lack the strength 
to be a leader among nations, or even 
to solve domestic problems.

He also points out that in selecting 
leaders — presidents, governors and 
senators who will approve appoint-
ments — it’s important to note that 
these elected leaders are the people 
who will appoint judges.

Michael Schuttloffel, executive di-
rector of the Kansas Catholic Confer-
ence, hopes people will help spread 
these video messages by sharing them 
with one another and “liking” them on 
Facebook.

“We need good, believing, faithful 
Catholics involved in the process more 
than ever,” he said.

He hopes the messages will get peo-
ple thinking about many of the issues in 
today’s world from a moral perspective.

“They’re a call to action,” he said. 
“They’re designed to get people think-
ing about some of the issues that are 
most important.”

Catholics face real challenges in to-
day’s world, he said, and these issues 
— especially with religious freedom 
or conscience — will increasingly con-
front people.

“If you’re someone who is running 
your own small business, especially in 
the wedding industry, if you’re some-
one who works in health care, you’re 
going to be faced with these issues re-
ally soon,” he said. “There are going to 
be some real challenges.”

>> continued from page 1

By Caitlin Thornbrugh
Special to The Leaven

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — At 
6 p.m. on Aug. 14, approxi-
mately 80 people gathered 
in a former dog food supply 

warehouse to celebrate a joyful grand 
opening. 

Located at 1708 Steele Road in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, the new Hope Distri-
bution Center will now serve as the 
central location for food distribution 
to the nine food pantries and 21 coun-
ties served by Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas. 

The building, previously owned by 
community members Janet and Rob-
ert Dressler, was for sale for two years 
before Catholic Charities acquired it. 
Very few interested buyers looked at 
it, and at one point it almost became 
an antique car garage. 

However, the space has now under-
gone an extensive makeover and is full 
of food and materials to serve people 
in need. 

Juice boxes, cans of light tuna, long 
grain rice, saltine crackers, doughnut 
mix, northern beans, boxes of Cheerios, 
and bags of dry pasta line the shelves. 

Amid the food shelves, a ribbon- 
cutting ceremony took place, includ-
ing speeches from Ken Williams, 
president and CEO of Catholic Char-
ities of Northeast Kansas; Valerie 
Nicholson-Watson, president and 
CEO of Harvesters; and Mayor/CEO 
Mark Holland of the Unified Govern-
ment of Wyandotte County/Kansas 
City, Kansas. Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann also said a few words and 
blessed the new center. 

Williams compared his short 

speech to those at the Academy 
Awards, as he went down his list of 
all the people who deserved thanks 
for helping make the center a reality. 
In addition to those he mentioned by 
name, Williams also thanked the 130 
volunteers that gave over 600 hours of 
service to renovate the building. 

“If my math is right, that’s about 
$13,000 worth of labor. And, if my 
math is right, they ate 54 pizzas,” said 
Williams, to laughter from the crowd. 

“We still came out ahead on that 
deal. So thanks to all the volunteers 
for all the work you did,” he said.

Williams went on to speak about 
the new center, explaining that the 
pantry will operate a little differently 
than traditional services do. When in-
dividuals arrive at the pantry, they grab 
a shopping cart, just as they would in 
a grocery store. They then can go up 
and down the aisles of goods, able to 
choose what they like, and what best 
serves their families. 

“When you talk about dignity, be-
ing able to have a cart to push through 
the aisles and select what you want 
— I mean, that’s hope. That inspires 
hope,” said Nicholson-Watson. 

The president and CEO of Harvest-
ers was also enthusiastic about the col-
laboration that led to the installment of 
two new bus stops near the center. 

“I’m also so encouraged for Ken 
[Williams] to be able to pick up the 
phone and call the esteemed mayor, 
and get two bus stops, so that people 
who don’t have transportation can get 
here,” said Nicholson-Watson. “I mean 
that’s community. That is community 
working together for good.”

Holland was impressed with the 
faith community’s continued dedica-

tion to fighting for an end to food in-
security.

“My experience with places like 
this is that they don’t tend to make 
money. They tend to cost money,” said 
Holland. “It doesn’t make business 
sense if you’re trying to build a busi-
ness, but it makes good faith sense.”

Harvesters, local government, 
Catholic Charities, and individual cit-
izens all worked together to make the 
center a possibility. 

“I’m very grateful for the partner-
ship coming from all sectors of our 
metropolitan area to serve those in 
greatest need,” said Holland.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
also applauded the teamwork.

 “I’ve been in Kansas City over 10 
years, and one of the things that’s al-
ways impressed me is the partner-
ships that go across denominational 
lines, that go across geographic lines, 
that go across ethnic lines,” he said. 
“And I see that very much here.”

With smiles spreading throughout 
the room, a countdown commenced 
to cut the ceremonial bright, red rib-
bon. Earning the biggest laugh of the 
night was the fact that it took two at-
tempts to actually cut the ribbon, offi-
cially opening the new Hope Distribu-
tion Center.  

Bishops hope 
social media 
will spread 
the word
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Ken williams, center, president/Ceo of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas, does the honors of cutting the ribbon at the new hope dis-
tribution Center in Kansas City, Kansas. Also participating in the ceremony on Aug. 14 are, from left, Mark holland, mayor/Ceo of the Unified 
Government of wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas; Valerie Nicholson-watson, president and Ceo of harvesters; Kim Brabits, vice president 
of program operations of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas; and Father Brian schieber, pastor of st. Michael the Archangel Parish in 
Leawood.

charities opens new pantry, distribution center
how yoU CAN heLP

Donations to the new hope Dis-
tribution center can be dropped 
off between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. monday through Friday, or by 
appointment. For information on 
volunteer opportunities, call (913) 
433-2080.

Last week, I 
wrote about 
the reasons for 

my annual pilgrim-
age with our semi-
narians, encouraging 
everyone to pray for
and promote priestly voca-
tions for the archdiocese. 
The next two weeks, I want 
to share with you some of 
the highlights for me and 
some of the insights gained 
from this year’s pilgrimage.

 In Santa Fe, we visited 
the famous Loretto Staircase. 
Archbishop Jean-Baptiste 
Lamy, the first archbishop 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
invited the Sisters of Loretto 
to establish a school there 
for young women. A beauti-
ful chapel was built for the 
school with one small defect. 
There was no way to access 
the choir loft except by lad-
der. The Sisters had inquired 
about building a staircase, 
but every design required 
taking up too much space in 
the small chapel.

The Sisters made a nove-
na to St. Joseph asking him 
to help them find a solution 
to their problem. On the last 
day of the novena, a humbly 
dressed man seeking work 
showed up at their door. The 
Sisters believed him to be 
an answer to their prayers. 
They asked him to build the 
staircase. He agreed with the 
condition that he would be 
allowed to work alone.

He built a magnificent 
spiral staircase that still baf-
fles architects and engineers. 
The stairway was construct-
ed without nails and lacks 
any internal support. It is 
perfectly balanced. Father 
Scott Wallisch, our vocation 
director, who has a degree 
in architectural engineer-
ing, was fascinated by the 
stairway.

Our guide cautioned us 
that there are claims on 
the Internet that purport 
to know the identity of the 
man who built the stairs. Our 
docent claimed that the man 
identified did indeed build 
a staircase for the Sisters, 
but it was in their academic 
building, not in the chapel. 

Moreover, they have the 
correspondence between the 
mother superior in Kentucky 
and local superior in Santa 
Fe. In Kentucky, they had 
received reports about this 
miraculous staircase at the 
convent in New Mexico. 
The mother superior spe-
cifically asked for the name 
of the builder of the stairs. 
The Santa Fe local superior 
simply replied they did not 
know the identity of the 
mysterious carpenter. 

The staircase builder left 
without receiving compen-
sation. The Sisters had not 
even paid for the materials. 
They inquired with the local 
lumberyard owner to reim-
burse him for the wood, only 
to learn that he had not sup-
plied any materials for the 
project. Our guide informed 
us that scientists have exam-
ined the wood and found it 
to be a unique composition. 
The wood to which it is most 
similar is not indigenous to 
New Mexico. 

The Sisters had not kept 
up with the capital repair 
needs for the school or the 
chapel. Consequently, the 
Sisters sold the academy 
with its chapel in the late 
1960s to a developer who 

wanted to build a hotel at 
that location. He intended to 
tear down the chapel, until 
his wife intervened request-
ing that he preserve it. The 
chapel is currently owned by 
a private foundation, not the 
Catholic Church. 

The foundation rents 
the chapel for weddings 
and other religious events. 
Visitors to the chapel are 
not permitted to walk on the 
staircase. Couples, who rent 
the chapel for their wedding, 
are allowed to have a photo 
taken of them standing on 
the stairs.

I had actually left the 
chapel, when one of our 
seminarians urged me to re-
turn, because the guide had 
told him that visiting bishops 
were given the privilege of 
ascending the steps. I was 
delighted to take advantage 
of the opportunity. I gave 
our seminarians and the 

other visitors a blessing and 
invoked St. Joseph’s inter-
cession for all the pilgrims. I 
can attest to the strength and 
quality of the stairway as it 
withstood my weight! 

The Loretto Staircase 
is popularly viewed as an 
unsolved mystery, but it has 
not been given the status of 
an authenticated miracle by 
the church. Still, it is a place 
of great devotion, where 
many pilgrims come to find 
inspiration.

My mother has great 
devotion to St. Joseph. When 
I informed her that I was 
allowed to walk on the stairs 
believed to be built by St. Jo-
seph or his delegate, she was 
elated. I think she was more 
impressed that I was able to 
walk on the Loretto Stairs 
than about me being named 
a bishop.

My mother is not the only 
one with special devotion to 

St. Joseph. The first liturgical 
change authorized person-
ally by Pope Francis was to 
include St. Joseph in each of 
the eucharistic prayers.

St. Joseph is my patron 
saint. I have found him to be 
a great friend and interces-
sor with whom to approach 
Jesus regarding the many 
challenges of my ministry 
as bishop. He is especially 
a great patron for men and 
particularly fathers. 

St. Joseph is most popu-
larly venerated for assistance 
with selling houses. He is 
also one that many pray to 
for a serene and happy death 
for themselves and loved 
ones, because, according to 
tradition, he died in the com-
pany of Jesus and Mary. 

Whatever your circum-
stance, I encourage you, like 
the Santa Fe Loretto Sisters 
more than a century ago, to 
entrust your special needs 
and intentions to St. Joseph.

St. Joseph, pray for us!
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LiFe wiLL Be ViCtoRioUs

archBishop 
JoSePH F. NAuMANN

calenDar

ARChBishoP
NAUMANN
sept. 19-22
Knights of the holy sepul-
cher meeting — Denver

sept. 22-25
convocation of priests — 
Wichita

sept. 26 
Donnelly college “shine” 
scholarship dinner — Kan-
sas city Downtown marriott

sept. 27 
pastoral visit — most pure 
heart of mary, topeka

sept. 28 
Installation of Father Jerry 
volz — prince of peace, 
olathe

Groundbreaking — sacred 
heart, emporia

ARChBishoP
KeLeheR
sept. 21 
confirmation — holy trini-
ty, paola

sept. 25 
teaching class — munde-
lein seminary, chicago

Mysterious carpenter key to loretto staircase puzzle

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
Repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 Raise & Level

v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking

Archbishop’s offer to celebrate baptisms 
for children of larger families

to show his personal support for those couples open to raising larger 
families, archbishop Joseph F. naumann has offered to celebrate the 
baptism of the third or greater child of any family (by birth, adoption, 
or blending through valid marriage) interested. the last celebration 
of 2014 will be on nov. 16. For 2015, celebrations are scheduled for 
Jan. 18, march 15, and may 17. please contact your parish office for 
more information. additional information is also available from the 
archdiocesan office for liturgy and sacramental life at (913) 647-0330 
or online at: liturgy@archkck.org.

during the archbishop’s visit to the  Loretto Chapel in santa Fe, New Mexico, 
he was given the opportunity to climb the Loretto staircase, an architectural 
wonder that many believe is a miracle.
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By Carolyn Kaberline
Special to The Leaven

GREELEY — If one picture 
is worth a thousand words, 
then the quilt created by 
members of St. John the 

Baptist Parish here is worth volumes.  
The quilt, which contains 121 squares 
and tells of the parish’s families, will 
be raffled at its annual bazaar on Sept. 
28.

“Every year, the Altar Society raf-
fles off a quilt,” explained Joyce Bur-
ris, who was in charge of the project. 
“I approached them with the idea last 
November. I do a lot of family quilting, 
so the idea just popped into mind.”

Once she received the OK, Burris, 
who has made the quilts for the raffle 
the past several years, gave each family 
an envelope with a 10-inch by 11-inch 
square and directions last December 
with a due date of April 1.

Of the 131 squares handed out, 116 
were returned; to those were added 
five others — one of the parish’s name-
sake, St. John the Baptist; one of Arch-
bishop Naumann’s crest; one from 
pastor Father Matthew Schiffelbein; 
one of the church itself; and one with 
the date.

Once the squares were returned, 
Burris pieced them together in the or-
der they were received. Then her cous-
in, Rose Harring from Stockton, Mis-
souri, picked them up to quilt on her 
quilting machine.

Many of the squares showcase live-
stock owned by parishioners — as 
well as tractors and other farm imple-
ments. Several squares focus on favor-
ite sports — basketball, golf, fishing, 
softball and more. Others display busi-

nesses owned by parishioners as well 
as hobbies and activities.

Some — like the square submitted 
by Leroy and Brenda Kratzberg — 
represent special events in their lives: 
their wedding bands along with their 
wedding date are displayed.

Jean Dalsing’s square depicts a pink 
rose. Not only did she have a pink rose 
in her wedding bouquet, but her hus-
band often gave her a pink rose on spe-
cial occasions.  The last, which she still 
has after 10 years, was received on the 
Valentine’s Day before he died.

One submitted by Bert Schaffer 
shows a walker plow which farmers 
used for years to plant potatoes. She 

now has one — used as a yard orna-
ment — with a cross hanging from it. 

Eldon and Theresa Riley’s square 
looks like an old-fashioned kitchen 
window with white-fringed red-and-
white-checked curtains. A basket of 
fruit and an old-fashioned kitchen 
scale can be found on the counter in 
front of the window.

The square submitted by choir di-
rector Donna Morgan and her husband 
Ed depicts a piano keyboard and a 
mustang, since he likes the car by that 
name, while Steve and Margaret Lick-
teig’s square shows Mary holding the 
Christ Child, a scene was traced from a 
Christmas card. 

Patsy Dykes used pieces of tatting 
made by her Grandmother Gellhaus 
more than 50 years ago on her square, 
and Martin Rockers, who has a large 
vegetable garden, pictured himself 
as Mr. Carrot looking at his late wife 
Mary as Miss Tomato on his.

While most created their own 
squares, some like Father Schiffelbein 
had others make theirs. 

“I can’t even sew buttons onto a 
shirt, so I didn’t do my own embroi-
dery,” said Father Schiffelbein. “I sug-
gested [a chalice] to Joyce Burris and 
her daughter Michelle. Since I have a 
Master of Music in saxophone perfor-
mance, they came up with a design 
including both a chalice and a saxo-
phone. It turned out really well.”

Not only will the quilt raffle gen-
erate some money for the church, but 
Father Schiffelbein also believes the 
quilt brought the parish closer togeth-
er.

“I know others, like me, do not have 
skills in embroidery, so they collabo-
rated with someone else to design and 
complete their square,” he said. “It also 
seemed to remind everyone that we 
are part of something bigger than our-
selves.”

 The quilt, which measures approx-
imately nine feet by nine-and-a-half 
feet, will be raffled at the annual bazaar 
on Sept. 28. Raffle tickets can be pur-
chased for a dollar each from any St. 
John’s parishioner or ordered by mail 
from Joyce Burris at P.O. Box 82, Gree-
ley, KS 66033. Those purchasing tickets 
are asked to make checks payable to 
St. John’s Altar Society and give their 
names and phone numbers; one does 
not need to be present to win.

PHoToS CouRTeSy oF ST. JoHN THe BAPTIST PARISH, GReeLey

the quilt created by members of st. John the Baptist Parish in Greeley contains 121 squares and 
tells of the parish’s families. it will be raffled at st. John’s annual bazaar on sept. 28.

Greeley parish quilt a true piece of history

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — She 
was scared, homeless and 
seven months pregnant with 
her second child. 

Like most women, she didn’t real-
ly want an abortion, but felt like she 
had no other choice. That’s when the 

angels inter-
vened and 
helped her 
choose life.

The “an-
gels” are vol-
unteers from 
the Gabri-
el Project, a 
five-year-old 
ministry to 
help pregnant 
women in 
need who are 
facing an un-

expected pregnancy.
“There were two things I will never 

forget [about this woman],” said Lisa 
Motley, Gabriel Project angel coordi-
nator and a member of Holy Cross Par-
ish in Overland Park. 

“Such sadness in her eyes, and such 
an incredible love she already had for 
her baby,” she said.

The mother showed Motley an ultra-
sound picture on her phone. Immediate-
ly, her face lit up like a Christmas tree.

“You already love her, don’t you?” 
said Motley. “You’ve never even met 
her in person, and you already love her 
desperately.”

The story of this woman — similar 
to the many women who have been 
served by the ministry — was related 
during the Gabriel Project’s report and 
luncheon with Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann, held Aug. 19 at Savior Pasto-
ral Center in Kansas City, Kansas. 

Angel volunteers, advisory board 
members and leadership team mem-
bers were all in attendance. 

Currently, the Gabriel Project has 
30 angel volunteers in 13 parishes. It 
operates in the Kansas City area, Law-
rence, Eudora and Osawatomie. More 
than 360 people belong to the project’s 
prayer team.

Presentations were given by Gabri-
el Project director Leah Conner and 
Motley. Archbishop Naumann offered 
his thoughts and encouragement, and 
blessed holy cards and rosaries that 
were given to the attendees.

The Gabriel Project is a one-on-one 
pro-life ministry that pairs an angel 
volunteer with a woman in need expe-
riencing an unplanned pregnancy, said 
Conner. 

“[We provide] support and love,” 
said Conner. “Whatever her needs are 
and wherever she’s at, we seek to walk 
with her and offer her unconditional 
love and support.” 

The Gabriel Project primarily of-
fers spiritual and emotional support, 
but also some material support, she 
said.  

In helping these women, the minis-
try often reaches out to other people 
for expertise and resources.

Those allied persons and entities are 
Dr. Bruce Snider, the Wyandotte Preg-
nancy Center, Advice & Aid Pregnan-
cy Center, Nativity House and Catholic 
Charities of Northeast Kansas.

People who become Gabriel Proj-
ect angels must meet strict criteria. 
They must have the approval of their 
pastor, sign a statement of faith, com-
plete Gabriel Project training and Vir-
tus training, be emotionally stable and 
compassionate, and be able to maintain 
confidentiality. They must have lives 
well grounded in prayer and the sac-
raments.

“[Gabriel Project] shows every in-
dication of being the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and that’s beautiful,” said Arch-
bishop Naumann in his concluding re-
marks. “This really ties in so closely 
with what Pope Francis has been ex-
horting the church [to do].”

“[Pope Francis] talks a lot about 
the theology of encounter and how 
we need to go out beyond our church-
es in seeking those, who for whatever 
reasons, feel they are on the margins 
or outside of the church’s perimeter,” 
he continued. “And I think he says we 
need to do this to bring the Gospel and 
the love of Christ to those who are on 
the margins.”

LeAveN PHoTo By Joe BoLLIG

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann blesses rosaries and holy cards that were given to Gabriel Project 
volunteers, advisory board members and leadership team members. the items were distributed to 
the attendees of the Gabriel Project report and luncheon, held Aug. 19 at savior Pastoral Center in 
Kansas City, Kansas. 

archbishop commends gabriel project success

If you would like 
more information, 
or want to bring 
the Gabriel proj-
ect to your parish, 
call archdiocesan 
pro-life consul-
tant ron Kelsey at 
(913) 647-0350 or 
send an email to: 
prolife@archkck.
org.
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Paul 
Barrett doesn’t recall a time 
when the Sisters, Servants of 
Mary didn’t hold a part of his 

heart.
Barrett, a parishioner of St. Joseph 

Parish in Shawnee, spent countless 
hours growing up helping alongside 
the rest of his family at fundraising fes-
tivals to support the Sisters.

He was struck by their personalities 
and love.

As an adult, he witnessed the special 
peace the Sisters brought to his family 
when they sat with his parents and oth-
er relatives as they were dying, carry-
ing out their order’s charism of caring 
for the sick and dying in their homes.

“There’s a sense of calm and peace 
when the Sisters are there,” said Bar-
rett. “The way they help you through 
that process — the grieving process — 
made a difference for us.”

He and a group of others have 
worked tirelessly to make a difference 
in the Sisters’ lives and work by plan-
ning the Serving from the Heart Gala 
for them.

This year’s gala will be held Oct. 4 
at its traditional site: Church of the As-
cension in Overland Park.

‘Be inspired’
The invitation to the biennial event 

encourages attendees to “prepare to be 
inspired,” and that inspiration starts 
with the committee members them-
selves, who come from a wide variety 
of backgrounds.

Some, like Barrett, have known the 
Sisters their whole lives or have ex-
perienced the Sisters’ ministry within 
their own families.

Others came to know and love the 
Sisters mainly by working with the 
committee over the past seven years.

All of its members pour countless 
hours into their efforts — and many 
help plan other events, as well, such as 
the annual spaghetti dinner that coin-
cides with Super Bowl Sunday and a 
golf tournament in June.

“It’s almost like they each bring 
their light — and you’re not going to 
snuff it out,” said co-chairwoman Mary 
Sullivan, a parishioner of Church of the 
Nativity in Leawood. “They’re going to 
continue to help the Sisters.”

Sullivan and John Bartolac, a mem-
ber of Holy Trinity Parish in Lenexa, 
landed on the idea of the gala during 
a conversation about a different way to 
help the Sisters.

The gala promotes vocations to this 
order, shares the Sisters’ story, and 
helps to support their mission in the 
Greater Kansas City area.

The Sisters can use the proceeds 
for whatever they need — whether it’s 
a repair on their 100-year-old mother-
house or a reliable vehicle to get the 
Sisters to their patients’ homes.

‘The work of God’
Just as the Sisters’ work inspires the 

efforts of the committee, the Sisters 
note with deep appreciation every bit 
of work this group does for them.

“It’s very humbling to see them 
working so hard and giving all their 
time and dedication,” said Mother Su-
perior Sister Alicia Hermosillo.

She has been particularly touched 
by video testimonies from some of the 
volunteers whose own families have 
experienced the Sisters’ presence as a 
loved one was dying.

Through the Sisters, the testimonies 
explain, they experience God’s pres-
ence.

“It’s all the work of God. God is the 
one who does all the beautiful work,” 
said Mother Alicia.

She sees the moment of death as 
the moment of “presenting that soul to 
God”  — a beautiful time of religious 
mystery.

Sullivan witnessed exactly that a 
few years ago when a young nun held 
the hand of her mother-in-law as the 
family prayed the rosary around her.

“I felt that she literally took her 
hand and turned her over to God,” said 
Sullivan.

When her neighbor Nancy Chop’s 
husband Tony became ill, she asked 
the Sisters to pray for him.

Tony underwent surgery and had a 
good year afterward, and the couple 
even attended the first Serving from 
the Heart Gala.

They thought he would be OK. But 
Tony’s health later took a turn for the 
worse, and the Sisters stayed with him 
and Nancy at night near the end.

Tony, a graduate of Bishop Ward 
High School in Kansas City, Kansas, 
was Catholic. Although Nancy isn’t, 
she is devoted to the Sisters, Servants 
of Mary and their mission.

So devoted, in fact, that she has been 
happy to work with the committee on 
the gala and help with other needs.

“You might be tired when you come 
to the meeting, but you get fired up. 
You know you’re going to be helping 
these wonderful angels — servants is 
what they are,” she said. “You just get a 
feeling when you’re with these people 
that they want to help so much. That’s 
just so contagious to me.”

The Sisters’ work also inspires Kim 
White, a parishioner of Church of the 
Nativity.

When her mother, Marcella Dean, 
was dying 18 years ago, the Sisters, Ser-
vants of Mary cared for her.

White still remembers the message 
one shared about entering the pain 
from the perspective of the passion of 
the cross — offering up the pain for the 
people her mother could help.

“They are the face of Christ,” said 
White of the Sisters. “The holiest mo-
ments of our life are when we come 
into the world and when we leave the 
world.”

‘The star is Jesus’
White is always touched by the Sis-

ters’ desire to lend a hand at the events 
that benefit them.

But at this one, organizers want 
them to allow people to serve them 
and to visit with them.

People literally cheer when they 
walk in — which both tickles and em-
barrasses the Sisters.

“It is very humbling when we come 
in — because we are not the star,” said 
Mother Alicia. “The star is Jesus.”

In recent weeks, volunteers have 
been speaking at Masses at area parish-
es in order to share the Sisters’ story, 
promote the gala, and sell raffle tickets. 

When Barrett’s 11-year-old daughter 
Abby asked to take her turn speaking 
on behalf of the Sisters, Barrett was not 
surprised.

“She knows how important the Sis-
ters are,” said Barrett. “She’s been ex-
posed to them.

“And how do you not love the Sis-
ters?”

LeAveN FILe PHoTo

Mary sullivan, left, organizer of the sisters, servants of Mary fundraising gala, jokes with sister Leticia Rodriguez, center, and sister sylvena tetuh at 
a past event at Church of the Ascension in overland Park. 

Helping sisters a family tradition for gala planners

heLP the sisteRs
learn more about the serving 

from the heart Gala dinner and auc-
tion — which will be held on oct. 4 
at church of the ascension in over-
land park — and how you can help 
with this and other events by vis-
iting the website at: www.serving 
fromtheheart.org.

the rsvp deadline is sept. 24.

Preserve Your Family’s Wealth!
KEvIN L. PETRACEK, ATTORNEY
JD, LL.M.-Taxation, CPA, CFP®
Parman & Easterday

Estate Planning · Wills · Trusts · Probate · Elder Law
(4th Degree K of C Member)
Call for a Free Initial Consultation
10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 160, Overland Park, KS 66211
(913) 385-9400 · www.parmanlaw.com

Also Serving Topeka, Lawrence, Emporia and Neighboring Communities



carMel’s JoUrNeY to 
tHe froNtIers

Celebrating the 1864 Arrival of the Carmelites in America
october 23-25, 2014   |   leavenworth & scipio, Kansas

sChedULe oF eVeNts
Thursday, October 23

8:30 am 
Stagecoach Re-enactment of the arrival of the Ger-
man carmelites in october 1864 and their welcoming 
by bishop miege at his frontier leavenworth cathe-
dral; From leavenworth’s riverfront park along the 
missouri river esplanade to Immaculate conception 
church, 711 north 5th st., leavenworth, Ks.

10:00 am
Opening Mass: Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann, presiding; Immaculate 
conception church

11:30 am
Keynote Presentation: “carmel’s 
Frontier experience” by Rev. David 
McEvoy, O.Carm., pastor; Immacu-
late conception‘s miege hall

7:30 pm 
Keynote Presentation: “carmelite 
spirituality for the 21st century: st. 
therese and the spirituality of non-vi-
olence” by Br. Joseph Schmidt, FSC, 
noted author on st. therese of li-
sieux. relics of st. therese on display; 
Immaculate conception church, 711 
north 5th st., leavenworth, Ks 

9:00 pm 
reception & book signing: miege hall

Friday, October 24

10:30 am
Keynote Presentation: “General” 
perspectives on american carmel by 
a panel of carmelite priors General: 
Prior General Most Rev. Fernando 
Millán, O.Carm. (spain), former priors 
General Most Rev. Joseph Chalmers, 
O.Carm. (Great britain), & Most Rev. 
Falco Thuis, O.Carm. (netherlands); 
st. boniface church, scipio (32292 ne 
norton rd, Garnett, Kansas)

2:00 pm 
Mass presided by Most. Rev. Fer-
nando Millán, O.Carm., st. boniface 
church, scipio

7:30 pm 
Chanticleer Concert — an orches-
tra of voices — san Francisco Gram-
my award winning a cappella chorus, 
performing a collection of sacred 
hymns. st. Joseph church, 306 north 
broadway, leavenworth, Kansas

CHANTICLEER CONCERT 
TICKET: $40

9:00 pm 
Post-Concert Reception: 
st. Joseph’s Kinzler hall

Saturday, October 25

9:00 am 
Communion Breakfast: June’s northland restaurant, 
6th & pottawatomie streets, leavenworth, Kansas

Keynote Presentation: “the church 
in a changing World: carmel’s new 
Frontier” by John Allen, Jr., associate 
editor of the boston Globe, senior 
vatican analyst for cnn, & author of 
“the Future church”;

Response: “challenges for carmel” 
by carmelites in Initial Formation

JOHN ALLEN BREAKFAST TICKET: $30 

COMBINED CHANTICLEER & JOHN ALLEN TICKET: $60

11:30 am
Closing Eucharist: Very Rev. Wil-
liam Harry, O.Carm, prior provin-
cial of the province of the most pure 
heart of mary, presiding; st. Joseph 
church.

YOU MAY  PURCHASE TICKETS:

on-line at www.carmel150.org; or at the Immaculate 
conception-st. Joseph parish office, 747 osage st., 
leavenworth, Ks  66048, or by calling (913) 682-3953.

If you have any questions, please contact Father David mcevoy, o.carm. at (913) 682-3953.

Archbishop 
Naumann

Most Rev. Millán

Most Rev. Chalmers

Very Rev. Harry
Most Rev. Thuis

Father McEvoy

John Allen Jr.

Brother Schmidt
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October 17 – 18
What holds me back from moving on in my life?  What steps do I need to take to move toward 
the “new thing” God is doing in me?  These themes will be developed through time for input, 

quiet reflection, prayer, discussion and sharing.
Sister Marie Micheletto, RSM, M.A., L.P.C., LMHP, is a psychotherapist and an educational 
humorist.  She does premarital, marital and individual counseling and is a national and inter-

national speaker, as well as facilitator of retreats.  
        

Friday, 7:30 p.m. to Saturday, 3 p.m.; Program Fee: $ 45; Rooms: Single Occupancy: $ 4 plus 
tax; Double Occupancy: $ 35/person plus tax; Meals: $ 16.00 plus tax.

Located 3 miles north of Schuyler at Hwy. 15
P.O. Box 528  •  Schuyler, NE 68661-0528  •  Phone: 402-352-8819  •  Fax: 402-352-8884

Email: Retreats@StBenedictCenter.com  •  Web Site: www.StBenedictCenter.com

God is Doing a New Thing in Me

ST. BenediCT CenTer

Frances (Lawler) and Joseph Ric-
ci, members of 
prince of peace 
parish in olathe, 
will celebrate 
their 65th wed-
ding anniversary 
on sept. 20 with 
their immedi-
ate family. the 
couple was mar-
ried on sept. 20, 
1949, at Immac-
ulate conception 

parish in charles city, Iowa. their children  
are: robert ricci, topeka; William J. ricci, 
sandra Klusman, sharon ricci, and James 
D. ricci, all of lenexa. they also have 10 
grandchildren (one deceased) and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Kathleen (Schurig) and Timothy 
S u l l i v a n , 
m e m b e r s 
of curé of 
ars parish, 
l e a w o o d , 
will cele-
brate their 
50th wed-
ding anni-
versary on 

sept. 19. the couple was married on sept. 
19, 1964, at curé of ars by Father paul Kel-
ly. a family celebration was held this sum-
mer in colorado. their children and their 
spouses are: tim and Jodi sullivan, olathe; 
and Dan and erin sullivan, land o’lakes, 
Florida. they also have six grandchildren.

ANNiVeRsARy PoLiCy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th no-
tices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic parishes 
in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, or 
for those who have resided in the archdiocese 
for a significant period of time. 

Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.
com. 

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

ATCHISON — But that doesn’t 
happen here.

Not in my community.
Not in this country.

Kimberly A. Ritter of St. Louis 
knows that these statements tend to be 
precisely how people react when the 
subject of child sex trafficking comes 
up.

She had that 
very same re-
sponse when she 
first encountered 
the subject in her 
work as a meet-
ing planner.

But as she 
learned more, 
the heartbreak-
ing truth sank in:  
It does happen.

Ritter, senior 
account manager 

and trafficking initiative coordinator 
with Nix Conference & Meeting Man-
agement in St. Louis, first learned the 
depth of the problem in her work as a 
meeting planner.

Ritter, who meets thousands of re-
ligious women and men each year as 
she organizes events, was setting up an 
event for the U.S. Federation of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph a few years ago.

Heavily involved in social justice 
with an interest in combating human 
trafficking, the federation asked Ritter 
to find a hotel that had signed a code 
of conduct to protect children from 
sex trafficking, a request that certainly 
caught her attention.

As Ritter researched more, this 
mother of daughters who were 12 and 
13 at the time discovered that child 
trafficking does in fact happen in the 
United States, in Missouri, in St. Louis 
— and in many other communities.

And it hit home that her daugh-
ters’ ages were about the average ages 
of children who are brought into the 
trade, with many — she learned to her 
horror — much younger.

“There are no geographic boundar-
ies. This could happen to any child any-
where,” said Ritter.

Many avenues — from parties to 
sporting events to social networking 
sites — can lead a child down this pain-
ful path.

“Anywhere there is a child who is 
hurting, anywhere there is a child who 
thinks they want more out of life, any-
where there is a child who is naive or 
gullible, they’re in danger,” said Ritter, 
who has met with many victims whose 
stories stay with her.

This life is all too easy for a child to 
get into, yet often hard to escape, with 
a system she believes tends to work 
against them.

Ritter will share some of what she 
has learned about human trafficking 
at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 28 at Benedictine 
College in Atchison, as the 2014 Mary 
L. Fellin Lecture Series speaker.

This is the 18th presentation in the 
Fellin Lecture Series, sponsored by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scho-
lastica.

“Trafficking is a social issue about 
which we all need to be concerned,” 
said Sister Jo Ann Fellin, OSB.

Sister Jo Ann taught in the mathe-
matics department for 35 years at Bene-
dictine, and the lecture series is named 
for her aunt.

The series has a long, proven history 
of enriching students’ education with a 
wide variety of eye-opening topics pre-
sented by distinguished speakers.

Ritter is now the director of de-
velopment with Exchange Initiative, 
which Nix, the company she works for, 
launched to help others work to end 
trafficking.

By sharing details about the prob-

lem — from pimp vocabulary to how 
girls are sold online to what needs to be 
done moving forward — Ritter hopes 
to open people’s eyes to this very real 
issue.

And she hopes to empower people 
to do what they can to put a stop to it.

She describes herself as “just a 
meeting planner” — one person — on 
her way to becoming a champion for 
this cause.

She has received national recogni-
tion for her work.

“Every person can have an effect on 
it,” she said.

Police departments, schools and 
hospitals all need to be educated on 
what to look for, she believes.

Corporations could donate funds 
to build houses to help the victims of 
child sex trafficking.

Human resources departments can 
institute policies that make it clear to 
employees that they will fired if they 
are caught buying sex on business trips.

And hotels can sign a code of con-
duct through ECPAT, an organization 
designed to end sexual exploitation of 
children.

“The one thing everybody needs to 
do is to collaborate and network and 
work together,” said Ritter. “The main 
thing is to be aware that this is happen-
ing and talk about it. 

“Talk about it to everybody. Every-
body can have an influence.”

trafficking expert to speak at college
2014 FeLLiN LeCtURe

When: 7:30 p.m., sept. 28
Where: In the o’malley-mcallis-

ter auditorium (on the lower floor 
of the John paul II center on the 
benedictine college campus, lo-
cated at 1020 n. 2nd st., atchison)

additional information: the lec-
ture is free and open to the public. 
no preregistration is required.

Kimberly A. Ritter

Want to help someone heal from an abortion?
Call Toll Free  888-246-1504



“I promised God on my bed in the 
hospital if he would give me my arms 
and legs back, then I would give 25 
years of my life to the youth of Tope-
ka,” said Lutz, a lifelong parishioner 
of Holy Name Parish in Topeka (now 
part of Mater Dei Parish).

When Lutz was finally released 
from the hospital at age 21, neither 
braces on his weakened limbs nor 
that summer’s sweltering heat could 
deter him from regaining his mobil-
ity.

He had missed two basketball sea-
sons and was determined to resume 
coaching kids, no matter how hard he 
had to work to regain his strength.

“I’d go over to Topeka High and 
go around that track and come home 
just wringing wet,” he said. “I was go-
ing to get those braces off.”

And he did.
True to his promise, as soon as 

he could physically manage it, he re-
turned to Holy Name School, where 
he’d started coaching during his se-
nior year at Hayden High School.

Lutz coached years of basketball 
at Holy Name — and started the first 
physical education program classes 
for seventh and eighth grades at a To-
peka grade school.

He later coached basketball at As-
sumption School (now also part of 
the unified Mater Dei Parish). 

He also coached a boys baseball 
team during the summers, some bas-
ketball for high school students and a 
consistently high-ranking city league 
team for adults.

One year, he coached a team of 
big-name past college players, and 
the trophy they claimed at a major 
regional tournament still holds a 
prized spot among his vast collection 
of sports memorabilia.

He eventually took the reins as 
athletic director of the Topeka Pa-
rochial League (which started off as 
the CYO but changed its name under 
Lutz’s urging when Topeka Lutheran 
School joined the league).

There, he oversaw and organized 
sports for parochial teams across the 
city into the mid-1980s.

To this day, past players hear his 
voice at sporting events and remem-
ber the days they played for “Coach” 
— and thank him for the impact he 
made on their lives.

He made good on his promise of 25 
years of service, but gave even more 
to the community’s youth.

“I have a plaque that says 33 years,” 
he said. “I loved being around those 
kids.”

On the field and in life
Eighth grade wasn’t the ideal time 

for a kid to start attending a new 
school, especially in November, said 
Michael Morrisey, whose family was 
transferred from Springfield, Missou-
ri, to Topeka one fall.

A lot of coaches whose basketball 
seasons had already tipped off might 
have turned away a newcomer, but 
not at Holy Name, recalled Morrisey, 
who today is the executive director 
of the Catholic Education Founda-
tion.

“[Coach Lutz] knew my dad from 
past life, and basically welcomed me 
with open arms,” he said.

The team went to Mass together 
on Sundays, he recalls, just one sign 
of Lutz’s commitment to building 
great players on the field or court — 
and in life.

“We always wore ties and suit 
coats,” recalled Tegan Swoboda, who 
had Lutz as a basketball coach at 
Assumption School. “All our family 
members were there.”

After those Masses, the team would 
head to Hayden East for the game, 
said Swoboda, who is now director of 
the Topeka Parochial League — the 
position Lutz once held.

“I always told them that church 
was first, school was second, and our 
basketball was third,” said Lutz.

He wasn’t big on scrimmages. He 
preferred to save that for the games, 
recalled Swoboda.

They did a lot of drills, though, and 
he made sure they mastered the ba-
sics.

“He wanted us to be prepared to 

play ball for Hayden High School,” 
said Swoboda.

Never a bad kid
Lutz drilled into his players not only 

athletic skills but a respect for their el-
ders and an understanding of the im-
portance of education.

Three decades of kids, whether they 
were basketball players or baseball fans, 
basically became part of Lutz’s extend-
ed family.

His wife Shirley grew accustomed 
to celebrating anniversaries and oth-
er special occasions with teams or at 
sporting events.

The two met in a summer school 
class.

Lutz told a bud-
dy he was going on 
a date with her that 
weekend (they went 
on three).

Shirley was drawn 
to the way he lived. 
He didn’t smoke, 
drink or swear. 
Those qualities — 
and many others she 
cherished in him — 
are also many of the 
same ones he always 
tried to instill in the 
kids he coached.

After their first 
few dates, he raised 
the stakes, wagering 
$10 and telling his friend he was going 
to marry her.

His polio diagnosis almost made that 
a losing bet, coming just days before 
they were supposed to walk down the 
aisle.

They called off the ceremony and 
sent back the gifts they’d already re-
ceived.

Bill even tried over the painful 
months that followed to convince Shir-
ley to look elsewhere.

But she stayed.
When his health improved, the cou-

ple planned their wedding all over again 
— this time with two of the coach’s out-
standing players serving at the Mass.

In the years that followed, Bill and 
Shirley went on to raise two sons of 
their own, Kevin and Kent, while open-
ing their home and lives to countless 
young baseball and basketball players 
as well. 

And while some of the boys got into 
some scrapes — as boys will do — they 
were all good kids.

“I can honestly say I never, ever had 
a bad boy — never,” said Lutz.

Strict but fun
Once warned by another coach not 

to pick up a certain young player be-
cause of his troubled home life, Lutz 
ignored the well-intentioned advice.

 That boy end-
ed up hitting the 
most home runs in 
the league, and also 
scored big points 
with Lutz for char-
acter.

One day when 
he was playing ball 
in the coach’s back 
yard, the young man 
asked to use the re-
stroom.

“He came back 
out, and he called 
me over and said, 
‘Mr. Lutz, did you 
know you had $20 
laying on the kitch-

en table? . . . That’s not a very good 

idea with all of us kids around here,’” 
recalled Lutz. “And I’ve never forgot-
ten that.”

The coach has decades of stories — 
kids he vouched for when they were 
in trouble, kids who shined as leaders, 
kids who came to him to talk about 
what was going on in their lives.

And much of his athletic service 
was on a volunteer basis.

Although he devoted years to 
coaching one team or another, he al-
ways rooted for all his Topeka teams 
as athletic director, where no task was 
too big or small.

He organized schedules, put the 
right people in the right places, and 
even scrubbed restrooms at the foot-
ball fields.

As a coach, Lutz was always strict 
— many players earned laps or had to 
sit out several games — but he kept it 
fun.

“I always had a saying: If you’re not 
having fun, don’t come back,” he said. 
“You have to work and it’s hard, but 
you have to have fun.”

A coach with many fans
A former player called Lutz not too 

long ago.
“I wanted to call you and thank you 

for all you did for my life — and how 
you changed my life,” the man told him.

“I started crying on the phone,” said 
Lutz.

Past players still send him Christmas 
cards addressed to “Coach Lutz.”

And years ago, when the Lutzes cel-
ebrated their 25th wedding anniversary, 
the priest at Holy Name didn’t let the 
occasion slip by at the weekend Mass 
without comment.

“He said, ‘Half of you in this church 
he’s coached or been athletic director 
for your kids. I want you to come down 
and say hello to him,’” remembered 
Lutz. “And my gosh, half of the church 
came down.”

Now the man who was told by doc-
tors he shouldn’t expect to live past 50 
celebrated 59 years of marriage to Shir-
ley this past July.

But dealing with a myriad of health 
issues, the longtime Holy Name parish-
ioners have had to move to Kansas City, 
Missouri, to be closer to family.

They took with them, however, a 
lifetime of memories from Topeka, and 
left generations of young people — now 
adults raising children themselves — 
with priceless memories of their own.

And quite a legacy, if Morrisey is any 
judge.

“[Coach Lutz taught us that our] role 
was part of a bigger picture, and that 
was to help the team,” said Morrisey.  
“He was interested in you as a player on 
the court — but he was also interested 
in you as an individual away from the 
court.” 

And most of all, added Morrisey, “he 
wanted you to be a good person — on 
and off the court.”

Bill and Shirley Lutz’s new address 
is: 9835 N. Potter, Kansas City, MO 
64157.

Longtime Topeka coach’s life 

one shining 
momenT

By JeSSICA LANGdoN

T
OPEKA — Bill Lutz 
amazes his doctors 
simply by being alive.

Some have never seen 
someone suffer two 
types of polio at the 
same time and live to 
tell the story more than 
half a century later.

But Lutz, who spent his 20th and 21st birthdays in 
1954 and 1955 hospitalized with the debilitating virus, 
fought for his life with a true coach’s spirit.

despite contracting polio at a young age, Bill 
Lutz came back strong and had a long coach-
ing career in topeka.

summer meant baseball season for Bill Lutz. 
For three decades, players that Lutz coached 
became a part of his extended family.

Bill Lutz, back left, poses with his 1969 Assumption school championship team. A member of that team, tegan swoboda (back row, far right) is the 
current director of the topeka Parochial League.

when Bill Lutz was diagnosed with polio days before he was supposed to marry shirley, the cou-
ple called off their wedding. Bill tried to convince shirley to look elsewhere for a husband, but she 
declined. they later married and have two children, Kevin and Kent.

he was 
interested in 

you as a player on the 
court — but he was 
also interested in you 
as an individual away 
from the court. 

Former player 
Michael Morrisey

“
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Pope Francis celebrates the marriage rite for 20 couples during a Mass in st. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican sept. 14. 

By Francis X. rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Presiding over the wedding 
of 20 couples in St. Peter’s 
Basilica, Pope Francis cele-

brated marriage as the union of a man 
and woman playing complementary 
roles during their common journey 
through life.

“This is what marriage is all about: 
man and woman walking together, 
wherein the husband helps his wife 
to become ever more a woman, and 
wherein the woman has the task of 
helping her husband to become ever 
more a man,” the pope said Sept. 14. 
“Here we see the reciprocity of differ-
ences.”

The pope spoke during a wedding 
Mass for couples from the diocese of 
Rome.

In typically frank style, Pope Fran-
cis admitted married life can be tiring, 
“burdensome, and often, even nause-
ating.”

But the pope assured the brides and 
grooms that Christ’s redemptive sac-
rifice would enable them to resist the 
“dangerous temptation of discourage-
ment, infidelity, weakness, abandon-
ment.”

“The love of Christ, which has 

blessed and sanctified the union of 
husband and wife, is able to sustain 
their love and to renew it when, hu-
manly speaking, it becomes lost, 
wounded or worn out,” he said.

Pope Francis also offered practical 
advice for dealing with marital dis-
cord.

“It is normal for a husband and wife 
to argue,” he said. “It always happens. 
But my advice is this: never let the day 
end without having first made peace. 
Never. A small gesture is sufficient. 
Thus the journey may continue.”

Speaking three weeks before the 
start of an extraordinary Synod of 
Bishops on the family, the pope em-
phasized the importance of the insti-
tution based on marriage.

“It is impossible to quantify the 
strength and depth of humanity con-
tained in a family: mutual help, edu-
cational support, relationships devel-
oping as family members mature, the 
sharing of joys and difficulties,” he 
said. “Families are the first place in 
which we are formed as persons and, 
at the same time, the bricks for the 
building up of society.”

The newlyweds ranged in age from 
25 to 56 and represented a variety of 
situations, with some already having 
children or having lived together be-
fore marriage.

Cohabitation, though not a canon-
ical impediment to marriage, violates 
the Catholic Church’s teaching on 
marriage and sexual love. Pastoral 
ministers helping Catholic couples 
prepare for the sacrament are urged 
to encourage them to regularize such 
situations prior to marrying.

At the start of the papal wedding 
Mass, the brides, wearing traditional 
white gowns, were accompanied up 
the aisle of the basilica by their fathers 
or other male relatives. The grooms 
entered with their mothers. The pope 
called out each couple’s names as he 
read the rite and then each couple, 
groom and bride, separately, respond-
ed “si.”

As a thank-you present to the pope, 
the couples jointly contributed to an 
educational and recreational center 
for disadvantaged youth in a suburban 
neighborhood of Rome, to be estab-
lished by the local branch of Caritas.

The ceremony was the first public 
papal celebration of a wedding since 
2000, when St. John Paul II joined in 
marriage eight couples from different 
parts of the world as part of the Jubi-
lee for Families. He also publicly pre-
sided over another joint wedding for a 
group of couples in 1994 as part of his 
celebration of the International Year 
of the Family.

at wedding, pope says spouses make 
each other better men and women

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (CNS) — 
The Missouri Legislature voted Sept. 
10 to override Gov. Jay Nixon’s vetoes 
of bills establishing a 72-hour waiting 
period before an abortion decision 
and a tax credit bill that benefits preg-
nancy help centers, maternity homes 
and food pantries. 

The Senate voted late in the eve-
ning 23-7 to override the veto of the 
waiting-period bill, which had been 
passed earlier by the House of Repre-
sentatives, 117-44. Earlier, the Senate 
voted 27-2 to override the tax credit 

bill after the House voted 123-37 for 
override. Passage makes Missouri the 
third state in the nation to enact a 72-
hour waiting period, along with Utah 
and South Dakota. 

Karen Nolkemper, executive direc-
tor of the Respect Life Apostolate of 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis, called 
the votes “a public affirmation that all 
life matters, even that of the most vul-
nerable among us.” 

Mike Hoey, executive director of 
the Missouri Catholic Conference, 
said concerned Catholics had played 

a key role in getting the laws finally 
passed. The conference, which is the 
public policy arm of the state’s Cath-
olic bishops, helped usher the bills 
into law with significant bipartisan 
support in both chambers and vocal 
citizen feedback. 

“Catholics from around the state 
contacted their legislators, and that 
made a big difference,” Hoey stat-
ed. “Without those calls and emails I 
don’t think we could have passed this 
much pro-life legislation.”

Vote in Missouri an ‘affirmation that all life matters’

Feast days of sts. John Paul 
ii, John XXiii added to 

universal calendar
vatIcan cItY (cns) — In light of 

“countless requests from every part of 
the world,” pope Francis has approved 
putting sts. John paul II and John XXIII on 
the church’s universal calendar of feast 
days. called the General roman calen-
dar, it is the universal schedule of holy 
days and feast days for the latin rite of 
the catholic church. the two saints’ feast 
days, both of which have the ranking of 
an optional — not obligatory — memori-
al, are oct. 11 for st. John XXIII and oct. 22 
for st. John paul II. the vatican newspa-
per, l’osservatore romano, published the 
decree sept. 11 from the congregation for 
Divine Worship and the sacraments. the 
pope determines who makes the univer-
sal calendar based on recommendations 
from the congregation for worship. In 
2007, pope benedict approved stricter 
guidelines for determining which saints 
will be remembered with mandatory 
feast days. the new norms were neces-
sary, the congregation had said, because 
the year does not have enough days 
to include all the saints in the universal 
calendar, particularly when sundays and 
holy days are subtracted. pope Francis, 
who canonized the two saints in april, 
approved the optional memorials “given 
the extraordinary nature of these pontiffs 
in offering the clergy and the faithful a 
unique model of virtue and in promoting 
the life of christ,” the decree said.

deathbed ordination 
‘reflects Paschal Mystery,’ 

says bishop
san antonIo (cns) — as William 

carmona lay gravely ill in a san antonio 
hospital bed, he repeatedly questioned 

his classmates 
from nearby as-
sumption semi-
nary: “Where is 
bishop choby?” 
“When will he 
get here?” and 
finally: “how 
many more 
hours until he 
ordains me?” 
carmona, a 
fourth-year the-

ology seminarian 
who was entering 

his final year of preparation for ordi-
nation as a transitional deacon this fall 
and as a priest of the Diocese of nash-
ville, tennessee, next summer, was 
dying of cancer. When bishop David r. 
choby of nashville learned of his grave 
condition after carmona was rushed to 
the christus santa rosa medical center 
the first week of september, he made 
plans to travel to san antonio to ordain 
the seminarian immediately because of 
the emergency circumstances. “the joy 
and satisfaction in administering the 
sacrament of holy orders is a high point 
in the life of any bishop, but to have the 
opportunity to celebrate the sacrament 
for one who is so much looking forward 
to ordination but faces the certainty of 
death made it the more poignant,” bish-
op choby said. he left for san antonio 
the evening of sept. 7 and ordained the 
seminarian sept. 8. on sept. 9, Father 
carmona was moved to hospice care. 
With a priest, deacon and two semi-
narians at his side, the newly ordained 
priest died mid-afternoon sept. 10. an 
evening vigil service was planned for 
sept. 12 at assumption seminary in san 
antonio, with a morning funeral mass 
to be celebrated there sept. 13. the 
priest’s remains will be transferred to 
his native colombia, where burial was 
to be arranged by Father carmona’s 
family.

Father william 
Carmona



eMPLoyMeNT
director of liturgy and music - St. Mark the evangelist 
Parish, an active, vibrant parish community of over 2,500 
families in Independence, Missouri, is seeking a director of 
liturgy and music to facilitate quality worship experiences 
that celebrate and strengthen the members’ faith journey. 
Five Masses are celebrated each weekend, including one in 
Spanish. The director is responsible for a range of ministries 
including prayer leadership, volunteer recruitment and sup-
port, musical decisions and direction of vocal and handbell 
choirs, accompanist responsibilities, art and environment 
direction, and administration functions in a collaborative 
staff environment. Qualifications: Must be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing; knowledge, experience and an 
appreciation for Catholic liturgy as envisioned in vatican 
II required; bachelor’s degree in theology, liturgy, pastoral 
studies, music or equivalent program of study required; 
must have keyboard proficiency and musical directing 
skills; master’s degree in above fields, previous experience 
in a similar role, supervisory experience and ability to speak 
Spanish helpful. employment is contingent upon successful 
completion of post-offer background check, completion of 
ethics and integrity in ministry (eIM) document, and atten-
dance at a virtus Protecting God’s Children program at the 
first available opportunity. Send resume and cover letter in-
cluding salary requirements to: Liturgy director Search, St. 
Mark Catholic Church, 3736 S. Lee’s Summit Rd., Indepen-
dence, Mo 64055. Fax: (816) 373-3816. email: glaplante@
stmarksparish.com. Please apply by oct. 10.

Business Manager - visitation Parish seeks a qualified 
individual to oversee or perform all parish financial, human 
resource, facilities management and other administrative 
duties. Responsibilities include financial planning and co-
ordination of budget process, bookkeeping functions, cash 
flow management and financial reporting; management 
of payroll and benefit programs; supervision of office and 
maintenance staff; oversight of building/campus cleaning 
and maintenance, and of office technology. Qualifications 
include a bachelor degree and 3 - 5 years experience in 
management, leadership and organizational responsibili-
ties; proficiency in Microsoft office, knowledge of Catholic 
parish organization and ability to work with parish leader-
ship teams. Qualified and interested parties send cover let-
ter and resume by email to: search@church.visitation.org or 
to Search, 5141 Main St., Kansas City, Mo 64112. 

superintendent of schools - The diocese of Jefferson City, 
Missouri, is seeking a spirit-filled, innovative and collabo-
rative leader for the position of superintendent of Catholic 
schools. The superintendent serves as the chief school ad-
ministrator for the diocese’s 37 Catholic grade schools and 3 
high schools, providing assistance to pastors, principals and 
local school advisory boards. Applicant must be a practicing 
Roman Catholic in good standing. Candidate must have a 
minimum of a master’s degree in school administration and 
5–7 years of experience in Catholic school leadership, pref-
erably with experience beyond the Jefferson City diocese, 
and familiarity with multicultural settings. Spanish language 
proficiency helpful. Candidate must have a record of proven 
leadership ability and accomplishment, with a thorough un-
derstanding of the nature and purpose of Catholic schools 
and teaching mission of the Catholic Church. Candidates 
shall submit: letter of interest, including a brief statement 
of their vision of Catholic school education; current curricu-
lum vitae or resume; and four professional references, with 
background and contact information. All applications will 
be considered highly confidential. detailed job description 
is available online at: www.diojeffcity.org. Send applications 
to: Sister Kathleen Wegman, SSNd, Chancellor, diocese of 
Jefferson City, P.o. Box 104900, Jefferson City, Mo 65110-
4900. email: chancellor@diojeffcity.org. Application dead-
line in Nov. 1. Anticipated start date is July 2, 2015.

Music minister/assistant youth minister - This is a full-
time position of leadership charged with integrating rele-
vant music into all aspects of youth ministry, assisting in 
the continued implementation of the Life Teen model of 
youth ministry. The  music minister/assistant youth minis-
ter will join a team that includes a full-time coordinator of 
youth ministry, responsible for junior high, and a full-time 
high school youth minister. Responsibilities will include 
leading worship and organizing and rehearsing the band for 
the Sunday night youth Mass; additional work will involve 
coordinating and implementing music into other aspects 
of the youth ministry and assisting with the planning and 
implementation of our programs. our Life Teen ministry 
was started in 2001 with our center in the youth Mass and 
relational ministry. our year-round ministry includes weekly 
youth Mass, weekly Sunday night Life Nights/junior high 
sessions, prayer/worship gatherings, annual retreats and 
more. Send an email with letter and resume to: kwalters@
htslenexa.org, or mail to: Kris Walters, 9150 Pflumm Rd., 
Lenexa, KS 66215.

youth minister - Holy Trinity Church, Lenexa, a vibrant par-
ish of 2700+ families, is seeking a proactive and enthusiastic 
youth minister to lead our senior or junior high youth minis-
try. you will be joining a committed team of 2 youth minis-
ters and over 30 core volunteers. Given the type of work we 
do, you will design and lead small/large weekly gatherings; 
train and motivate diverse volunteer teams; coordinate re-
treats, events and trips; develop relationships with students 
and work somewhat eclectic hours. We pay competitively, 
we’re good to work with, and we have a bunch of fun with all 
we do. If creative ideas are common, you have a passion for 
Christ and his church, you’re willing to be a part of a parish 
ministry team, and have a love for the hearts of teenagers, 
this might be the right fit. College degree required and ex-
perience/theological credentials are a big bonus. Send an 
email with letter and resume to: kwalters@htslenexa.org or 
by mail to: Kris Walters, 9150 Pflumm Rd., Lenexa, KS 66215.

sales professionals - We respect your many years of ex-
perience; we value and need your wisdom. We only ask if 
you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of North-
east Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our Johnson, 
Shawnee and Wyandotte County area cemeteries. An excel-
lent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission is legitimate 

income potential for the first year. Training allowance your 
first 30 days, then draw + commission with bonus oppor-
tunities. Med, life, dental, optical, prescription, 401(k) plans, 
etc., are some of the many perks our employees receive. ex-
cellent opportunities for women and men interested in sales 
career and in helping people. Advancement opportunities 
are available for hard-working and focused individuals. Must 
be willing to work some evenings and weekends when our 
client families are available to see us in their homes. once 
you learn our formula for success, your schedule is deter-
mined by you. Please email your resume and contact infor-
mation to: rcarr@cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

SeRvICeS
Got a PC virus? error messages? 

Affordable, quick, reliable IT Service. Call, text, or email. 
Matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred Heart Parish

estate sale services - downsizing, moving, have a loved 
one that has passed away? Let vintage Monkey estate 
Sales help.  We are a full service estate sale company here 
to help you take the next step in your life. We will take over 
and create an experience that is easy, quick and hassle-free. 
Call Marcelle Bruck at (913) 707-9238  for a free in-home 
consultation.  Member of Curé of Ars Parish.

Lee’s heating and Air Conditioning - Sales and service, all 
makes and models. Ask me about water heater repair. Call 
(913) 982-6604.

Faith-based counseling to cope with life concerns - Kan-
sas City area. Call Mary vorsten, Licensed Clinical Profes-
sional Counselor, at (913) 909-2002.

For QuickBooks help
Call Ann evans
(913) 406-9778

Member of Curé of Ars Parish

Piano lessons
“LittLe  MoZARt stUdio”

Motivating, positive, and caring teacher.  
All children excel quickly.  

Taking new students for fall semester.
Call (913) 912-1957

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, olathe. Call (913) 829-
4336.

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Mike hammer local moving - A full-service mover. Pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too small. Serving 
JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, parishioner. Call Mike 
at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mikehammer 
moving.com. 

Music lessons - voice and piano lessons, and academic 
tutoring available. For more information, please call (913) 
206-2151 or send an email to: klmamuric@yahoo.com.

Junkyard dawg garage, yard and debris cleanup.  
Call Josh for an estimate for cleaning and hauling away at 

(913) 314-0171 and let’s get ’er done!

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. Also, quilts 
made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming you, 
seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced Cath-
olic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call (913) 
422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or visit the 
website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! Come 
check out our new office in Lenexa. 

Professional window cleaning - Residential only. Insured 
and bonded. over 40 years experience. Free estimates. Con-
tact Gene Jackson at (913) 593-1495.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace broken 
springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry and pa-
tio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. Call (913) 
227-4902.

Agua Fina irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

tim the handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free 
consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. Cristofer 
estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreenSolutionsKC.com.

HoMe IMPRoveMeNT
house painting

Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 
Power washing, fences, decks. 

30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 
Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

dRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - doors - decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your prob-
lems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or deck project 

and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 days. 
Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive prices, de-
pendable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 962-5058. 
Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

eL soL y LA  tieRRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe 
with JB design and Service. Licensed and insured with 20 
years experience. Member of divine Mercy Parish. Call Joe 
at (913) 915-6887. 

Adept home improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full line 
of home remodeling services. don’t move — remodel! John-
son County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 709-8401. 

Local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, wood 
rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, Honey-do 
List, HvAC and windows. FRee estimates. Member of Holy 
Angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118.

stA (sure thing Always) home Repair - Basement finish, 
bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: paint-
ing, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window glazing. 
Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-1835. email: 
smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

the drywall doctor, inc. - A unique solution to your drywall 
problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage — 
from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs and 
skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs and 
leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! Serving 
the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655. 

swalms organizing and downsizing service - Reducing 
Clutter - enjoy an organized home! Basement, garage, 
attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  Belong-
ings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or taken for 
recycling, trash bagged. For before and after photos, visit: 
www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 years of organizing 
experience; insured. Call Tillar at (913) 375-9115.

home improvements - Thank you to all my customers for 
being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver transplant. If 
there is new work or warranty work, please don’t hesitate to 
call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, exterior painting 
and wood rot. There is no job too big or too small. Call Josh-
ua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

CAReGIvING
Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, debbie or Gary.

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. our 
unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% client 
satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families we have 
assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in Lenexa and 
Lawrence. Call Benefits of home - senior Care, Lenexa: 
(913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 or www.bene 
fitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - When is it time to consider in-home care? Let 
Special Touch Care LLC help you make this difficult decision. 
We will work hands-on to explore our various available ser-
vices: Private duty, meals, bathing, companionship, respite, 
and much more. Because taking care of you is our business. 
Call today at (816) 278-2029.

Caregiving - Caring, responsible 43-year-old Catholic wom-
an looking to care for your loved one. 15 years experience; 
excellent references. I treat my clients with care, respect 
and love, and find working in this field very rewarding. Flex-
ible hours available, and nights and weekends. If interested, 
please call Kara at (913) 909-6659.

happy in My home - do you need extra hands at home, 
with meals, appointments, bathing, transfers, light house-
keeping, and more? Happy in My Home will be those hands! 
Mention this ad and you will get a rate of $18 an hour. We 
also accept long-term insurance. Call Tanya at (816) 772-
6195.

Caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medical 
care and household management experience. Live-in con-
sidered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experience. 
Call (913) 579-5276.

Private duty nurse - Independent contractor, primary care-
giver for hospice patients, after-surgery 24-hour care, home 
health care, traveling companion, massage therapist. Call 
(913) 384-2119.  

voLuNTeeRS
Unbound - volunteer at an organization where you will 
make a difference in the lives of families living in poverty 
around the world. unbound works side by side with people 
of diverse faith traditions in 21 countries and brings people 
together to challenge poverty in new and innovative ways. 
We create practical, trustworthy means for people to help 
others and nurture human connections that uplift us all. At 
the heart of our organization is our mail center from which 
sponsors and sponsored members receive regular commu-
nications from each other. unbound is looking for volun-
teers to sort, collate and process mailings from sponsored 
members around the world, as well as prepare mailings for 
u.S.-based sponsors. volunteer work is conducted on-site at 
unbound’s corporate headquarters in Kansas City, Kansas. If 
you feel your gifts and talents could be used to volunteer in 
our mail center, please contact Colleen McKeone by email 
at: colleenm@unbound.org or call (913) 384-7110. To learn 
more about our organization visit the website at: www.
unbound.org.

WANTed To Buy
will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

ANtiQUes wANted - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards and 
photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharmaceutical drug 
store soda fountain and military items. Call (913) 642-8269 
or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

FoR ReNT
For rent - Beautiful 3 BR, 1.5 BA overland Park location. Call 
Brad at (913) 544-8275.

FoR SALe
For sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this 
space for $9,000. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

For sale - Lowery Pageant organ, like new double keyboard, 
(keyboard has letters C d e F G A B), foot pedals. original 
price was $7,000. Best offer. Cash only. Call (913) 599-4250 
after 6 p.m. or weekends. Included in the price are several 
books. 

For sale - Mt. Calvary grave, section 11. Side by side. Great 
price. opening and closing included. Call Anne at (913) 299-
3808.

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
Member of the Church of the Ascension, overland Park. Call 
(913) 400-3236.

Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, ceil-
ing lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. Mem-
ber of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. Call Silver 
Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

ReAL eSTATe
wanted to buy: I Need HouSeS! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish member.  

home for sale - 5 BR, 4-1/2 BA beauty located two blocks 
from St. Thomas Aquinas High School. Has been totally re-
modeled with fresh paint inside and out, new granite coun-
tertops and new stainless steel appliances. New flooring 
with hardwoods, tile and carpet throughout. Two utility ar-
eas — one on second floor and one in basement. Also new 
roof, drive, landscaping, lighting and hardware. Call Wayne 
at (913) 710-5820.

                                                                                                      

MISCeLLANeouS
our Lady of hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  Mass 
Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 euclid, 
Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father ernie da-
vis. dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more information, 
send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call (816) 729-
6776. 
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Buying a classified: Cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327

september
St. Joseph Parish, 11311 Johnson 
Dr., shawnee, will host its annual 
fall festival on sept. 19. a picnic 
dinner with fried chicken and side 

dishes will be served from 5 - 7 p.m. in 
mcDevitt hall. the cost to attend is $8 for 
adults; $3 for children.  there will also be 
games, raffles and family entertainment. 
For more information, call rod and Judy 
coday at (913) 268-3145.

a charismatic retreat will be 
held at Sanctuary of Hope, 2601 
ridge ave., Kansas city, Kansas, 
beginning sept. 20 and ending 

with noon mass on sept. 21. ed Wills will 
direct the retreat with the theme, “learn-
ing to listen to God.” For more informa-
tion, call (913) 649-2026.

singles of nativity will host an autumn 
sunset dance on sept. 20 from 7 - 11 p.m. 
at Church of the Nativity, 3800 W. 119th 
st., leawood. Food and drinks are provid-
ed. the cost to attend is $20 at the door. 
receive $5 off by donating two canned 
food items for harvesters that evening. 
For more information, contact Ivette by 
email at: iarangomaps@gmail.com.

the Cathedral of St. Peter, Kansas city, 
Kansas, will host its annual fall festival on 
sept. 20 from 5 - 9 p.m. a taco dinner will 
be served in the parish hall. there will be 
raffles, including $500, $250, $100 prizes, 
an ipad, and a basket of cheer.  activities 
include bingo, a silent auction, food items 
like tacos de discada, great booths along 
with homemade povitica, and fun games 
for the kids. new this year will be mouse 
races and pinewood derby races. For addi-
tional information, call David or Diane at 
(913) 325-4146.  

the 10th annual citywide Chris-
tian singles picnic will be held 
aug. 23 from 4 - 9 p.m. at Indi-
an Creek Park, 103rd and marty, 

overland park.

a class in using the sympto-ther-
mal method of natural family 
planning during the pre-meno-
pause period will take place sept. 

24 at 6:30 p.m. at St. John the Evangelist 
School, 1208 Kentucky st., room 208, 
lawrence. call shannon or John rasmus-
sen at (785) 749-1015 or the couple to 
couple league of Kansas city at (913) 894-
3558 for more information. online registra-
tion is required by visiting the website at: 
www.ccli.org.

the christian Widow and Widow-
ers organization will host a spa-
ghetti dinner at 5 p.m. on sept. 
25 in the Formation room at Most 

Pure Heart of Mary Church, topeka. there 
is no cost to attend. For more information, 
call (785) 272-0055.

the Catholic Career Roundtable 
Job Club (CCR), with meetings 
located at the Good Shepherd 
Parish, 12800 W. 75th st., shaw-

nee, will host its monthly employer panel 
round table on sept. 27 from 8:30 - 10 a.m. 
representatives of companies currently 
seeking qualified employees will present 
their company culture and opportunities. 
an informal meeting  is held every other 
saturday of the month at the same time 
period. these meetings are designed to 
discuss the fundamentals of career tran-
sition, identify target companies, and cel-
ebrate wins. For more information, send an 
email to: catholiccareerroundtable@gmail.
com, or call (816) 582-1809.

Holy Family Church, 274 orchard st., Kan-
sas city, Kansas, will host its 6th annual 
Slovenefest on sept. 27. the celebration 
begins with mass at 4 p.m., followed by fes-
tivities from 5 - 10 p.m. at monsignor me-
jak hall, gym, and school grounds, located 
at 513 ohio, Kansas city, Kansas. there will 
be music and dancing featuring the brian 
mccarty band and hrvatski obicaj, an au-
thentic slovenian dinner, silent auction, a 
raffle, and games. For more information, 
contact the church office at (913) 371-1561, 
richard schutte at (913) 669-3677, or send 
an email to: holyfamilychurchkck.com.

St. John the Baptist Church, 427 
s. prairie, Greeley, will host its an-
nual bazaar on sept. 28 from 11 
a.m. - 2 p.m. turkey, ham and all 

the trimmings will be served. the cost to 
attend is $9 for adults; $6 for children.
the gospel choir of Our Lady and St. Rose 

Parish, 2300 n. 8th st., Kansas city, Kan-
sas with host its’ 9th annual concert on 
sept. 28 at 3 p.m. 

“What I Have Learned about the Spiri-
tual Life from Being Blind” is the topic 
of a public lecture to be held sept. 28 at 
7 p.m. at Church of the Ascension, 9510 
W. 127th st., overland park. Father larry 
Gillick, sJ, will be the presenter. he is the 
director of the Deglman center for Ignatian 
spirituality at creighton. there is no cost 
to attend. For more information, send an 
email to: info@ignatiancenterkc.org. 

Shepherds of Hope, a new pro-
gram of Good shepherd parish, 
12800 W. 75th st., shawnee, will 
hold its kickoff meeting on sept. 

29 at 7 p.m. in the school library. the pro-
gram will educate and support individu-
als, family and friends affected by mental 
illness. all are welcome. to rsvp, call the 
parish’s caring ministry at (913) 563-5304.

october
all women of the archdiocese are 
invited to the Day of Boundless 
Joy on oct. 4 from  8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Prince of Peace Parish, 16000 

W. 143rd, olathe. edward mulholland from 
benedictine college will speak on pope 
Francis’ apostolic exhortation, “the Joy 
of the Gospel.” the cost to attend is $25, 
which includes a continental breakfast and 
lunch. register online at: www.eventbrite.
com; search for “Day of boundless Joy.”

come walk in the footsteps of Francis on 
oct. 4 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Sophia 
Spirituality Center, 751 s. 8th st., atchison. 
spend this day with talks, prayer, and a DvD 
to gain insight into pope Francis’ model for 
ministry. the retreat will be conducted by 
sister sheila carroll, osb, spiritual director 
and a member of the sophia staff. For more 
information or to register, call (913) 360-6151 
or visit sophia spirituality center’s website 
at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

St. Paul Parish, olathe, will host its fall 
festival on oct. 4. there will be a vendor 
fair in the gym from 2 - 4:45 p.m. and from 
6 - 8 p.m. mass will be at 5 p.m., followed 
by food, beer and wine in the gym. the car-

nival will be from 6 - 8:30 p.m. tickets can 
be purchased at the event or in advance by 
calling the school office at (913) 764-0619.  

St. Theresa Church, 209 3rd st., 
perry, will host its annual fall ba-
zaar on oct 5. a turkey and ham 
dinner with homemade pie will be 

served in the parish hall from 11 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m. carryout dinners will be available. the 
cost of the meal is $8 for adults; $4 for chil-
dren. there will be a silent auction, cake-
walk, baked goods, a country store, bingo, 
and games for kids.

St. Boniface Church, scipio, will host its 
annual fall bazaar on oct. 5 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the parish hall. a roast beef din-
ner with all the trimmings will be served. 
the cost to attend is: $9 for adults; $5 for 
children ages 5 - 10; and free for children 
age 4 and under. carryout dinners will be 
available for $10. call the st. boniface rec-
tory at (785) 835-6112.

come, pray and eat with the Bene-
dictine Sisters, learn about bene-
dictine spirituality and enter into 
your own deeper spirit from oct. 

9 - 12. this retreat will be conducted by 
sister Judith sutera, osb. For more infor-
mation or to register, call (913) 360-6151 
or visit sophia spirituality center’s website 
at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

Hayden High School class of 
1964 will hold its 50th class re-
union on oct. 10-12 in topeka. For 
further information, contact mari-

lyn harkin heideman at (785) 286-1300 or 
send an email to: gmheide@cox.net.

St. Mary Church, purcell, 446 hwy. 137 
(lancaster), will host a pancake luncheon 
on oct. 12 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. the cost to 
attend is a freewill donation.

Sacred Heart Parish, 1100 West 
st., tonganoxie, will host its an-
nual turkey dinner and bazaar on 
oct. 12. Dinner will be served from 

11 a.m. - 3 p.m. carryouts will be available 
until 2:30 p.m. the cost to attend is: $9 for 
adults; $5 for children ages 3 - 12; and free 
for children age 2 and under. there will also 
be a country store, bingo, raffles and chil-
dren’s games. 
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The redefini-
tion of mar-
riage will 

have far-reaching 
consequences for so-
ciety, both foreseen 
and unforeseen. 

The collateral damage will 
not be limited to the children 
who will grow up without 
mothers or without fathers. 
The very principle of the 
rule of law may well prove 
to be a casualty of America’s 
headlong rush to overthrow 
thousands of years of culture 
in the space of a few short 
years.

In February, U.S. Attor-

ney General Eric Holder 
declared that state attorneys 
general need not defend 
their state’s marriage laws in 
court, and several of them 
have chosen not to. This flies 
in the face of the fundamen-
tal principle of American 

governance that officials in 
the executive branch shall 
enforce duly passed laws, 
whether they agree with 
them or not.

A state attorney general is 
the lawyer for his state and 
its people. For an attorney 
general to refuse to defend 
his state’s duly passed laws 
in court simply because he 
does not like them is to fail 
to defend the positions of his 
client, which is a violation of 
legal ethics. Moreover, it is to 
replace the rule of law with 
the rule of men.

If a state attorney general 
refuses to defend his state’s 
marriage law in court, it may 
well be the case that no one 
else will have “standing” to 
mount that defense. Meaning 
that a state attorney general 

may singlehandedly have the 
power to effectively nullify a 
state constitutional amend-
ment passed by 70 percent or 
more of that state’s voters.

If attorneys general only 
defend in court those laws 
they personally support, our 
system cannot function. Such 
behavior is an invitation 
to chaos. What other laws 
will politically ambitious 
attorneys general be free to 
disregard?

Adding to the scandal 
is the fact that these rogue 
attorneys general are jeop-
ardizing rule of law over an 
issue that is already destined 
to be decided by the U.S. Su-
preme Court. Their actions 
are not taken for the sake of 
“marriage equality” so much 
as for their own political 

ambitions. They fear the 
wrath of same-sex marriage 
activists who have warned 
them to be on the “right side 
of history” or forget about 
higher office.

Forty-one years ago, the 
Supreme Court took the 
issue of abortion out of the 
hands of the democratic pro-
cess and decided the matter 
themselves. Now that the 
court appears poised to do 
the same thing with mar-
riage, some state attorneys 
general have decided they 
want in on the action. Once 
upon a time, legislatures 
elected by the people made 
the laws in this country. 
That notion will soon seem 
as quaint as families with a 
mom and a dad. 

rule of law at risk because of political ambition

global conference on families will bring pope to philly

As Catholic 
Christians, 
we believe 

that God, not civil 
authority, is the au-
thor of marriage. 

We believe that God creat-
ed us male and female in his 
image and likeness so that we 
may love as he loves. St. John 
Paul II in his theology of the 
body tells us that like God’s 
love, marital love has four 
marks or qualities: being free, 
total, faithful, and fruitful.

This love for a spouse 
is driven by what the Holy 
Father called the “interior 
gaze” by which we see such a 

beauty and gift in the person 
we have come to love that we 
are willing to give our lives 
over in totality to that person. 
When my wife Barbara and 
I speak to engaged couples, 
we challenge them to spend 
time reflecting on just how 

precious is the love that their 
future spouse has for them. 
Imagine that one person 
could love you so much that 
they would trust their entire 
life to you! 

In the words of the vows 
pronounced before the priest 
or deacon and the church 
each person basically says, “I 
am yours, no matter what. No 
matter what!”

It is in this total gift of self 
to our spouse in a love that 
is free, total, always faithful 
and life-giving that we make 
real in flesh-and-blood ways 
the love of God to the world. 
However, we need support 
to live out these values in a 
culture that is so opposed to 
such selfless love.

One source of support that 

will be available to families in 
our country and in our world 
will be found in the eighth 
World Meeting of Families 
to be held in Philadelphia 
from Sept. 22-27, 2015. Fam-
ilies are invited to gather at 
this conference and share 
their thoughts, dialogue and 
prayers as they work together 
to grow in a deeper under-
standing of the Christian 
family’s role in the church and 
in the world.

During the six days, there 
will be opportunities to 
hear presentations by many 
distinguished speakers on 
different aspects of family 
life. Each keynote session will 
be followed up by breakout 
sessions allowing the partic-
ipants to delve more deeply 

into the concepts that were 
presented. Mass and devo-
tions are part of each day. The 
highlight for many of those 
attending will be the presence 
of Pope Francis, who Arch-
bishop Charles Chaput has 
said will attend this event.

A preparatory catechesis 
for this World Meeting of 
Families under the title of 
“Love Is Our Mission, The 
Family Fully Alive” is avail-
able online from Our Sunday 
Visitor publishers at: www.
osv.com.

This catechesis is unfold-
ed in 10 steps or chapters, 
complete with questions for 
discussion as family or parish 
groups. More information 
will be available online at: 
www.archkck.org/family.

ChURCh ANd stAte

michaeL
SCHuTTLoFFeL
Michael Schuttloffel is the 
executive director of the 
Kansas Catholic Conference.

FAMiLy MAtteRs

Deacon 
ToNy zIMMeRMAN
deacon Tony zimmerman is the lead 
archdiocesan consultant for the 
office of marriage and family life.

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

Many pieces of 
cloth make up 
a patchwork 
quilt. They may 

include different colors and 
patterns, but somehow they 
work together to make a 
coherent whole. 

In a similar way, the 
words of the prophets 
taken separately sometimes 
sound very different when 
compared to each other, 
disjointed almost, but still 
work together to bring us a 
powerful message. Sunday’s 
first reading, Is 55: 6-9, pres-
ents us with a good example 
of how that can happen.

The reading appears to 
consist of two parts that are 
making different points. The 
first part encourages the 
sinner to turn back to God 
and repent: “Let him turn 

to the Lord for mercy; to 
our God, who is generous in 
forgiving.” The second part 
stresses the vast difference 
between human beings and 
God: “As high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so high 
are my ways above your 
ways and my thoughts above 
your thoughts.”

We might wonder about 

the connection between the 
two parts. Does the second 
part emphasize the differ-
ence between God and us 
in order to draw attention 
to God’s mercy? After all, 
human beings are likely 
to bear a grudge, to take 
revenge. They do not always 
show mercy. 

But God is not like that. 
God will forgive: “For 
my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord.” We 
do not need to be afraid in 
approaching God to ask for 
forgiveness. We can be con-
fident that we will find it. 

On the other hand, there 
might be another reason for 
the second part to empha-
size the difference between 
us and God, a completely 
different reason. That differ-

ence can underline our need 
for forgiveness. God is good, 
while we are sinners. God is 
holy, while we are wicked. 
God is perfect, while we fall 
far short of perfection. 

We are very different 
from God, who is totally 
other. That is why we need 
forgiveness.

All in all, either inter-
pretation fits. Whether the 
second part of the reading 
emphasizes our need for 
God’s mercy, or whether 
it instead assures us of the 
likelihood of receiving it, it 
makes sense. Both are true. 

However we fit the two 
pieces together, it still 
brings us a powerful mes-
sage. The fact that more 
than one interpretation is 
possible reminds us of the 
richness of God’s word.

Over Labor Day 
weekend, I trav-
eled to Omaha. 
Although I’d made 

trips there with my family 
as a kid, we always stayed in 
South Omaha and never ven-
tured downtown. So, curious 
about what the largest city 
in Nebraska had to offer, I 
headed north.

I wasn’t disappointed. My 
hotel was right downtown, 
within easy walking distance 
of most things I wanted to 
see: the pedestrian bridge 
between Omaha and Council 
Bluffs, Iowa; restaurants in 
the Old Market area; Heart-
land Fountain with its 300-
foot water jet; the Joslyn Art 
Museum; and the Lauritzen 
Gardens.

At the top of my list, 
though, was to attend — 
according to a review on 
Yelp — the “drive-thru Mass 
of Omaha.” Providential-
ly, this parish of St. Mary 
Magdalene was the closest 
church to my hotel, just 
four blocks away. Of the 
several comments about it 
on Foursquare, two stood 
out: one noted that Sunday 
Mass there was 27 minutes 
long (hence the “drive-thru” 
label); another said to go to 
5:15 Mass and get a seat.

I left in plenty of time to 
get to the church on Satur-
day evening. I chose a pew 
in the middle and watched 

the place — as predicted 
— quickly fill up. It was the 
first time I’d attended Mass 
in 3-D. Well, that’s what it 
seemed like to me as the 
small church had its main 
floor, balcony seating that 
ran the length of the church 
and a eucharistic adoration 
chapel to the left. All were 
packed. And this was just 
one of two Saturday evening 
Masses.

There was no music and 
no processions of any kind. 
Two laywomen and one lay-
man served in multiple roles: 
lector, servers, ushers, and 
eucharistic ministers. And 
Mass was not 27 minutes 
long, as advertised. It took 28 
minutes.

I was prepared for a ter-
rible liturgical experience, 
but that wasn’t the case. I’m 
not sure who the celebrant 
was, but I’m guessing it was 
the associate pastor, Father 

Vincent Sunguti. (His accent 
sounded to my ears like he 
was from Kenya, where I 
worked one summer.) In 
any event, the celebrant was 
engaging and unhurried. 
He supplemented his brief, 
official, four-minute homily, 
with a couple of “mini-hom-
ilies” — one before the pen-
itential rite and a sung ditty 
post-Communion. 

The readings for that 
weekend were Jeremiah 
saying that the Lord duped 
him and Jesus telling his dis-
ciples to take up their cross. 
The homilist said that at 
times we may feel duped by 
God because of the crosses 
that come our way, but we 
must never forget to count 
our blessings as well, to put 
things into perspective. He 
then sang a verse or two of 
Johnson Oatman Jr.’s hymn, 
“Count Your Blessings”: “Are 
you ever burdened with a 
load of care?/Does the cross 
seem heavy you are called 
to bear?/Count your many 
blessings, every doubt will 
fly/And you will keep singing 
as the days go by.” His nice 
tenor voice lingered in the 
church as he continued the 
Mass.

The only thing that hon-
estly felt rushed was the col-
lection. The ushers zipped 
up and down the various 
aisles like dervishes, taking 
up a first, then a second col-

lection — and on my side for 
some reason, a third! 

I was glad that I attended 
the drive-thru Mass, which 
sparked several observa-
tions. First, it showed me 
that a quick Mass doesn’t 
automatically mean it’s not 
reverent and meaningful. 
And conversely, a long Mass 
doesn’t necessarily guaran-
tee a holier experience. I did, 
however, miss the music. 

Second, though any num-
ber of people might have 
been there because of its 
brevity, at least they made 
the effort to come to Mass 
and be exposed to God’s 
word and presence. 

Finally, this Mass con-
firmed a suspicion that I’ve 
had for years. I can’t think 
of a weekend when at least 
one person didn’t leave 
Mass early. As a celebrant, I 
always wonder if I “went too 
long.” Well, that worry was 
put to rest in Omaha. Even 
with this 28-minute Mass, 
the two pews in front of me 
and much of the balcony left 
after Communion! 

Taking my cue from the 
homily that day, rather than 
being “cross” at those who 
couldn’t wait to get out of 
church, instead I decided to 
count my blessings, one by 
one, “and it will surprise you 
what the Lord has done.”
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FaTher 
MARK GoLdASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MARK My woRds

piecing together prophet’s words yields truth

FaTher MIKe STuBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
university.

iN the BeGiNNiNG

sCRiPtURe ReAdiNGs

TWeNTy-FIFTH WeeK IN oRdINARy TIMe

Sept. 21
TWeNTy-FIFTH SuNdAy IN oRdINARy TIMe
Is 55: 6-9
Ps 145: 2-3, 8-9, 17-18
Phil 1: 20c-24, 27a
Mt 20: 1-16a

Sept. 22
Monday
Prv 3: 27-34
Ps 15: 2-4b, 5
Lk 8: 16-18

Sept. 23
Pius of Pietrelcina, priest
Prv 21: 1-6, 10-13
Ps 119: 1, 27, 30, 34-35, 44
Lk 8: 19-21

Sept. 24
Wednesday
Prv 30: 5-9
Ps 119: 29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163
Lk 9: 1-6

Sept. 25
Thursday
eccl 1: 2-11
Ps 90: 3-6, 12-14, 17bc
Lk 9: 7-9

Sept. 26
Cosmas and Damian, martyrs
eccl 3: 1-11
Ps 144: 1b, 2abc, 3-4
Lk 9: 18-22

Sept. 27
vincent de Paul, priest
eccl 11: 9 – 12: 8
Ps 90: 3-6, 12-14, 17
Lk 9: 43b-45

FiNd the LeAVeN 
iN these PLACes

onlIne
www.theleaven.com

FacebooK
www.facebook.com/
theleavenkc

tWItter
@theleavenkc

Youtube
www.youtube.com/
user/theleavenkc

who to CoNtACt ABoUt . . . 

storY IDeas
anita@theleaven.com

calenDar notIces
calendar@theleaven.com

annIversarY notIces
todd@theleaven.com

eaGle scouts
todd@theleaven.com

aDvertIsInG
julie@theleaven.com

PoPe FRANCis
christians are called to help those who have 

nothing to give and love those who don’t love 
back, pope Francis said. salvation and chang-
ing the world for the better require “doing 
good to those who aren’t able to repay us, just 
like the Father did with us, giving us Jesus,” the 

pope said at his weekly general audience in st. 
peter’s square sept 10. 

“how much have we paid for our redemp-
tion? nothing! It was all free! so do good with-
out expecting something in return. Just as the 
Father did with us, we have to do the same. Do 
good and keep going! It’s not enough to love 
the one who loves us. It’s not enough to do 

good to those who help us.” 
people are called not to be self-centered, 

but to model themselves after Jesus’ gratu-
itous love, he said. the pope continued a series 
of talks on the nature of the catholic church, 
focusing on “the church as a mother who 
teaches us the works of mercy.”

— CNS

ever been to a drive-thru Mass?
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By Julie Holthaus
julie@theleaven.com

S
ENECA — With school 
underway, religious edu-
cation programs across the 
archdiocese are also hard 
at work, bringing instruc-
tion to kids unable to at-

tend Catholic schools.
Veteran religious educator and DRE 

Susan Stallbaumer, of Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church in Seneca, has some ad-
vice for catechists and DREs trying to 
energize a sluggish program, or just 
improve an already robust one.

 1. Money does not make a good 
program

“We have a very small budget,” said 
Stallbaumer. “But that hasn’t seemed to 
be a problem the last 12 years. Maybe 
we don’t spend the money that oth-
er places do, but it shows that it’s not 
about the money but about the com-
munity volunteering their time and 
talent.” 

Instead of being about the money, 
Stallbaumer said, it’s about the plan-
ning and doing. Schedule inspirational 
speakers at the beginning of the year, 
reading materials for ideas in the class-
room, and different events throughout 
the year for teachers, she advises. 

“We have a Christmas party in De-
cember and a cookout and bonfire at 
the end of the year for the teachers,” 
she said. “It’s important to have that 
time to get to know one another.” 

2. Play the hand you’re dealt
The term “small Midwest town” 

conjures up many images — like “trac-
tor traffic jams, slow pace,” said Stall-
baumer with a laugh.

“But we are fortunate in many ways. 
The public schools make Wednesday 
nights sacred for religious education, 
where we do a combination of youth 
group activity for social, but also class-
room instructional.”

Stallbaumer emphasizes the impor-
tance of providing a variety of different 
experiences in addition to the Wednes-
day night program. Sts. Peter and Paul 
youth have the opportunity to attend 
the biennial National Catholic Youth 
Conference, Catholic HEART Work-
camp, Teens Encounter Christ week-
ends, vacation Bible school, and high 
school Masses, among other events 
throughout the year.

“We aren’t as close to some of the 
[archdiocesan] programs and facilities 
[as other parishes],” said Stallbaum-
er. “So it pushes us to create our own 
programs and do everything we need 
to do to bring the faith to the kids. To 
see God’s love in the poor person on 
the street and God’s love at NCYC with 
23,000 people — all those experiences 
really keep the faith alive. 

“And when you get God’s love in 
their heart, they want to come back for 
more.” 

3. Meet kids where they’re at
Stallbaumer says one of the first 

goals of any educator is to learn to 
communicate at the kids’ level.

“For them to see a youth minister do-
ing what they’re doing — like at NCYC 
and Catholic HEART Workcamp — is 
important. You need qualified people 
to teach, but you also need people who 
have a passion to follow God,” she said.

“Many kids in college will come 
back during the summer to help with 
vacation Bible school or sometimes as 
a teacher, youth minister, or DRE,” she 
added. “You can get overwhelmed, but 
to see the fruit makes it worth it. My 
faith has grown in leaps and bounds. 

“God has blessed me and the kids 
have blessed me.”

4. Be not afraid
“I didn’t feel like I was qualified to 

teach initially,” said Stallbaumer. “Just 
like every time I’d ask someone to help, 
they were always hesitant, because 
they’d think, ‘I can’t do that.’ 

“But God gives when we say ‘yes.’ 

He gives us all we need to teach and 
to lead. Step out into the unknown in 
faith. God’s timing is always right on 
target.”

Especially as a DRE, she advised, 
you have to “have the vision to see the 
program as it is now and what it could 
be in the future. And then you have to 
be courageous enough to step out and 
start new programs” when you see 
they are necessary. 

Stallbaumer is passing on her DRE 
mantle to successor Shannon Holthaus 
now, but says her time as DRE has been 
positive not only for herself, but for her 
family.

“It’s been an amazing journey,” she 

said. “When you’re the DRE, your fam-
ily comes along also, and I think it’s 
been a great spiritual experience for 
my family. I reflect back on raising my 
kids and having them help with all the 
activities.

“I wouldn’t have wanted to raise 
them any other place than in the 
church, doing those things. So it’s been 
a great 14 years. 

“If we as DREs and youth ministers 
open our hearts to [God], our programs 
will be successful,” she said, “and the 
fruits of the Spirit will bloom.

 “And it may just be, kids don’t nec-
essarily remember what you teach 
them, but who you are.” 

LeAveN PHoTo By JuLIe HoLTHAuS

susan stallbaumer has built a robust youth program at sts. Peter and Paul Parish in seneca despite some challenges.

small town? no problem
Outgoing religious educator shares tricks of the trade


